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“Insana Machometis Daeliria”:
Islam through the Lens of Baroque Habsburg Catholicism

To Central Europeans of the seventeenth and early
eighteenth centuries, the Muslim world was
essentially an Ottoman one, meaning that the
religious challenge of Islamic beliefs could not be
separated from the existential threat of Ottoman
and Tatar military power. The visual arts
reinforced this distancing: a baroque world in
which the human body was constantly re-imagined
in expressions of Catholic piety confronted a
religious tradition that prized aesthetics but largely
rejected representations of that body.

When imagining the Muslim Other,
Habsburg Catholics resorted to the tropes of the
vanquished, prostrate and top-knotted Turkish
soldier, the effete and dangerous sexual deviant,
and even the reckless drunkard. In addition, Jesuit
chroniclers occasionally identified the Moor, the
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